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According to its 1998 annual report, U.S. Department of
Transportation records show that more than 5,300 people
died on America’s roads in crashes involving large trucks.
When cars and big trucks collide, automobile drivers and
passengers suffer 98 percent of fatalities.

Trucks are big, up to 60 feet long and weighing up to
120,000 1bs., so they can’t maneuver or stop as quickly as
cars, making them very dangerous. Further, truck drivers.
face incredible pressure to make long-distance deliveries as
fast as they can. As a result, driver fatigue and lack of

sleep contribute significantly to crashes and driver deaths.
A study showed that nearly three out of five drivers
violated rules regarding how many hours they could drive
each day, with many drivers falsifying mileage log books
to conceal their time on the road.
When you drive on highways, here are several ways to
protect yourself and your passengers.
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Wear seat belts and
drive the speed limit. 4
B Avoid truckers’
blind spots. Don’t
tailgate or drive
on a truck’s right
side. If you can’t
see the driver in
the truck’s rear-
view mirror, the
trucker can’t see you.
B When you must pass a
truck, signal first, then -
drive on the left and leave lots of
room before getting back into your lane,
B Keep your distance from trucks, and pull over when
trucks merge on to highways in front of you.

pany

trol and become injured.

andiebar bolts can break

B Be alert to trucks that pull off to register at weigh
stations or get into truck lanes on hills. _
# If you drive slowly on multi-lane highways, stick
to the right lane and use flashers so that trucks can
pass you in other lanes. '

B Slow down when visibility or weather conditions
require it.

Your rights in truck accidenis

CASE 1: After a driver was severely injured in a
crash with a cement truck, her lawyer sued the
driver’s employer for negligence. The cement
company settled when the attorney demonstrated
that the company’s high-pressure delivery policies
provided an incentive for its drivers to drive
aggressively to maximize their compensation.
CASE 2: A husband sued a trucking company after
his wife died in a fiery accident involving one of
their vehicles. The firm settled when his lawyer
proved that the truck’s driver had violated federal
motor carrier safety regulations by driving more
than 18 hours without eight consecutive hours off
at the time of the accident,

CASE 3: Several passengers were severely injured
when their car collided with a truck that had jack-
knifed while trying to back up to a missed exit.
The plaintiff’s lawyer sued on their behalf,
alleging trainee-driver negligence for improperly
backing up, failing to adequately train a new
driver, and not having a policy that required the
truck’s owner, who was in the cab, to stay awake
and supervise his trainee-driver. '




Verdict against Al

In May, a Fairfax jury awarded $165,000 to one of
our clients for injuries she received in an automobile
accident, She had been hit, and suffered serious foot
injuries, when the defendant crossed the center line of a
residential street. The defendant was not paying attention
because she was trying to fix her shoe that had fallen off.

This case is important because it shows that some
insurance companies refuse to settle even the strongest
cases against them. This case also shows, once again,
why vou should check your own automobile insurance
policy right now and see if you have enough of the right
coverage.

Before trial, the insurance company admitted that the
defendant was at fault. Allstate sent our client to a well-
known Jocal orthopedist for an independent medical
examination. He completely agreed with the client’s
doctor about the nature and extent of her injures. (She
had foot surgery that resulted in three pins being inserted

Here is a sample of the kinds of cases we are
currently handling:

* A 51-year-old female presented to the emergency
room at a local U.S. Military Hospital en a holiday
morning. She complained of feeling “terrible.” She was
seen by a doctor who does contract medical care for the
government. She did not know that he did his medical
school training outside the country. At the emergency
room, her temperature was taken and determined to be
over 104 degrees. Her lungs had sounds that indicated
she had an infection, yet the doctor made a diagnosis of
“back sprain.” She was discharged, only to be admitted
several days later to Arlington Hospital, where she spent
several weeks on life support, recovering from a
dangerous lung infection. We allege that our client
needed to be hospitalized and given antibiotics on the
day that she first went to the military hospital.

» A ten-year-old cystic fibrosis patient went to Fairfax
Hospital for a routine procedure. While she was there,
we atlege that a hospital intern changed a medication
order without consulting with the attending physician.
After that, her condition changed for the worse, yet no
nurse or resident called the attending physician to notify

Istate insured

into her foot to repair a bad fracture/dislocation. She had
a 30 percent permanent disability of her foot and s in
constant pain.)

Our client had $18,300 of past medical bills and about
$27,000 in future costs for anti-arthritis medication.
Despite the fact that there was no real dispute about the
facts, Allstate refused to offer more than $50,000 prior to
trial, ' . '

The defendant had onty $100,000 of insurance. This is
too low. Fortunately, our client (as we have advised all
of our readers on many occasions) had $300,000 of
underinsured motorist protection. This type and amount
of insurance provides protection to you when a careless
driver has low limits of insarance.

We offered to accept the $100,000 maximum
coverage from Allstate, but they refused to budge. The
jury, after a one-day trial, awarded $165.000. Allstate
immediately paid the entire amount of the judgment.

him of these changes. Overnight, her bowel ruptured and
she became septic. Unfortunately, she died several weeks
later. The attending physician has already given a '
deposition in which he criticizes the care that the chiid
received from the intern, the residents, and the nurses.
This case will go to trial in October.

* A gentleman went to a local surgical center for
removal of a peri-anal cyst. His doctor ordered
antibiotics but the hospital never gave them.
Unfortunately, he developed necrotizing fasciitis (flesh-
eating bacteria) of his buttocks and spent several weeks
at the Medical College of Virginia burn unit, where he
underwent many surgeries to repair his wounds.

* A man went to Northern Virginia Community
Hospital for a routine operation to replace his failing hip.
He had had many surgeries in the past without any
problem with anesthesia. This time, the anesthesiologist
punctured his esophagus, nearly killing him. He spent
many months in the hospital and many more months at
home, feeding himself with a feeding tube. This case is
filed in the federal court and will go to trial later this
year.
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Representing Individuals Against Insurance Companies, Corporations, and the Government

Thank you for
your referrals

Many of our past and
cusrent clients, as well as
readers of this newsletter,
have referred cases to us.
We are reviewing
approximately 250 new
medical malpractice cases
per year. We also handle
serious automobite and
truck accident cases, and
all types of insurance dis-
putes.

If we cannol handle a
case, we can refer you to
someone wha may be ahle
to heip you. Even if your
case is cutside our area of
practice, call us. We can
usuatly help you locate an
attorney with experience
in the type of case that
you have.

What we have been doing

In April, Mr. Glass argued another case in the Supreme
Court of Virginia. This was a medical malpractice case in
which the doctor claimed that the patient did not give a full
and complete medical history when he first came under the
doctor’s care. We claimed that the doctor did not ask the
right guestions and that it was the doctor’s duty to geta
correct history, because the doctor is the expert. The doctor
blamed the patient’s loss of his kidneys on the patient’s
failure to tell him about several episodes of blood in the
urine in the past. On June 8, the Supreme Court awarded
our client a new trial, holding that he could not be held
responsible for the doctor’s failure to diagnose his disease.

Dean Robinsen settled a large automobile accident
case. Our client came over the crest of a hill, only to find
that a construction company had parked one of its loaders
right in the middle of the road. She did not have time to
stop and ran into the vehicle, injuring her legs. Mr.
Robinson settled the case the week before trial for $85,000.

Mr. Glass continues to speak to other attorneys at
continuing legal education seminars. In April, he moder-
ated a panel discussion on “Ethics and the Internet” at
the Virginia Trial Lawyers Annual Convention at The
Homestead. In May, he lectured at the VTLA Annual May
Tort Seminar. Mr. GGlass also had an article published by
the VTLA Jowrnal this spring.

Telemarketing scams

Americans lose $40 billion to telemarketing
fraud annually. Here are three common scams.
Tize wilers

Someone calls. “You've won a FREE
prize!” The catch is that you must pay shipping
charges, confirm with a credit card number, or
provide your social security number. Hang up.
There’s usually no prize and someone wili
charge merchandise using your credit and
name. :
ay-per-tall fnternational {efephore nundery

You’ll receive an urgent message to cali
809-555-5555 because you've won & prize or a
relative has had an auto accident. You may get
an e-mail to call 809-11E-1111 aboul money
you owe. Don’t return the call to this area code,
because it’s a pay-per-call line, like a 900
number. You may be billed $23 or more.
Teovery seanss

Once you fall for a scam, confederates of
the original scammer may call you, assuring
that you can get your money back by answer-
ing some questions and then submilting a
recovery fee, Unfortunately, scammers sound
really earnest and many fall for this one.




